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OOphiorrhiza staintonii Hara (C'Pt'T (D. B. 77 • D. C. ^ v f? / p) 

D. B. Deb & D. C. Mondal : On the identity of Ophiorrhiza staintonii Hara 
(Rubiaceae) 

Ophiorrhiza staintonii Hara in Jap. Journ. Bot. 52(12) : 358. 1977 was des¬ 
cribed on the basis of two gatherings—J. D. A. Stainton 6875 & 5380 from East 
Nepal and Sikkim respectively. In describing the species Hara (l.c.) observed 
that in general appearance it resembles some species of the genus Mycetia and 
that without fruiting material, the exact affinity of this plant is doubtful. 

In connection with revision of Indian Ophiorrhiza L. the specimens received 
on loan from British Museum (Natural History), London, included the paratype 
Stainton 5380 of this species. It looks very different from all other specimens. 
A thorough examination of the specimen threw light on its proper identity, 
despite non availability of the fruit. 

In the genus Ophiorrhiza the ovary is 2 locular with many ovules in axile 
placentation whereas in the plant concerned the ovary is 2 locular with one 
basal ovule in each locule. For this reason it cannot be treated under the genus 
Ophiorrhiza, nor can it represent the genus Mycetia. 

On the other hand it is allied to Psychotria L. differing in comparatively 
longer flowers and corolla curved at the base in which respect the genus Chas- 
salia differs from Psychotria L. 
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The revision of Indian Chassalia Jacq. is just completed by one of the 
authors (D. B. D) jointly with B. Krishna of the Department. The specimen 
certainly represents Chassalia but does not come under any of the species 
known deserving a new combination as follows: 

Chassalia staintonii (Hara) Deb et Mondal, comb. nov. 

Ophiorrhiza staintonii Hara in Journ. Jap. Bot. 52(12) : 358 (1977). 

Type: E. Nepal, Soktim Tea Estate, 450 m, May 21, 1971, J. D. A. Stainton 
6875 BM, TI. Paratype: Sikkim, Legship, 600 m, Apr. 29, 1966, J. D. A. Stainton 
5380 BM !, TI. 

Flowering time : April—May. 

Distribution: E. Nepal to Sikkim, 450-600 m in altitude. 

Acknowledgement: The authors are grateful to the Keeper, British Museum 
(Natural History), London, for loan of specimens. 
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□ M. N. Clayton & R.J. King (ed.) : Marine botany: An Australasian Pers¬ 
pective viii + 468pp. 1981. Longman Cheshire, Melbourne. ¥11, 860. 
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